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Take a Seat: Calling 
All 2022 MD Board 
Candidates!

Introducing New 
World Geography 
Course 

MA and MD Board 
Elections: What you 
Need to Note Before 
you Vote       

Firewise and 
Compliant
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Oak Fire Forces 
Evacuation Orders   
for Ken-Caryl 
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Life at Ken-Caryl 
Gets a Fresh 
Look: 
New deadlines for Letters 
to the Editor and Resident 
Submissions

Sign Up for CodeRED   
Text Notifi cations 

In light of the two recent � res in Ken-Caryl Ranch, please consider 
signing up for CodeRED Emergency Alerts. You must sign up to 
receive noti� cations via text message and/or email in the event of 
emergency situations, or critical community alerts, like evacuation 
notices. 

Visit https://www.je� co.us/473/Emergency-Noti� cations. While 
landline phones are automatically in the CodeRED database, VOIP 
numbers and cell phones must opt in.
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Fairy Tale Endings:  
Helping Pets Find 
Their Fur-ever Homes! 
Sponsored by CCU 

Icy Rocks       
Resident Brian Siebrase, 9, recently snapped this photo, titled “Icy Rocks”, while out adventuring. Brian is a 

budding photographer, who started taking photography classes at Carson Nature Center last year. 

Consider submitting your photos for publishing in print and on our social media platforms.
Email Life at Ken-Caryl Editor Allison Hefner at allisonh@kcranch.org. 
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Mike Schmisek,  
Owner & Ken Caryl Resident
mike@premiermountaingroup.com

PREMIER MOUNTAIN INSURANCE is an 
independent insurance agency. We work 
with multiple companies to find you the 

best coverage at the lowest price!

READ WHAT YOUR NEIGHBORS ARE SAYING! 
“Mike is incredibly organized, helpful and easy to 

work with. He provided thorough education to 
help us make sound decisions. He’s easy going 

and when we got our quote we felt no pressure, 
just decided to go with the agency because of 

the great service and good rates.“
Traditions Resident

“Mike took great care in listening and learning 
so he could best find solutions for our insurance 

needs. He found better coverage while saving me 
money. All of this was done with seamless, efficient 
communication. I’m so grateful to Premier Mountain 

Insurance for getting the protection I needed and 
really educating me along the way.”

North Ranch Resident

START YOUR QUOTE AT 
WWW.PREMIERMOUNTAININSURANCE.COM/GET-A-QUOTE/

PLUS MANY  
MORE OPTIONS!

NEIGHBORHOOD  
SCHOOL SPONSOR

OVER

150 
5-STAR

GOOGLE
REVIEWS

NEW YEAR
NEW YOU

 2022!
 

NEW YEAR
NEW YOU

 2022!
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Ken-Caryl Resident 
Chris Sullivan 
to Climb Mt. 
Kilimanjaro in 
Support of Living 
Kidney Donation       

Chris Sullivan, a 21-year resident 
of Ken-Caryl, is taking living kidney 
donation awareness to new heights 
– literally. Chris donated a kidney to 
a stranger in September of 2020, and 
is now preparing to climb the world’s 
tallest freestanding mountain, and one 
of the seven summits, as part of The 
One Kidney Climb to bring awareness 
to the need for living kidney donors. 
Chris was selected to be one of 22 
kidney donors training to climb Mt. 
Kilimanjaro to represent Kidney Donor 
Athletes (KDA) on World Kidney Day, 
March 10. He is a shining example 
of how living kidney donors can live 
healthy, active lives and thrive with 
one kidney.

“Since I was a teenager, I always 
felt I wanted to do something truly 
sel� ess and worthwhile, on a big scale,” 
said Chris. “It took forty years, but in 
February of 2019, I � nally discovered 
what that purpose was. Standing in my 
kitchen, a news clip on the TV caught 
my attention. As I watched a woman 
talk about how she donated a kidney 
to save a stranger’s life I was frozen in 
my tracks. I was overcome like I had 
never been, and probably never will 
be again. Looking back, I think that 
was God tapping me on the shoulder 
and whispering in my ear, ‘this is your 
calling’.” 

Our Community

Chris answered that call on Sept. 30, 
2020, when he donated his left kidney 
to “Ron”, a 33-year-old in Wisconsin. 
The two have exchanged emails since, 
but have yet to meet. 

“When I began this journey, one 
thing that was important to me was 
the ability to positively impact as many 
people as possible, which happened 
in the fall of 2020,” said Chris. “Each 
donation is as unique as the individual 
giving the gift. My journey was not 
without roadblocks and sets backs, 
but in the end, the actual donation 
went about as smooth as I could have 
hoped and looking back, was much 
easier than I had imagined.”

According to the United Network 
for Organ Sharing (UNOS) more than 
97,000 people in the U.S. are on the 
waiting list for kidney transplants. 
Over 3,000 new patients are added 
to this list every month. With fewer 

donors than there are those in need, 
13 people die every day waiting 
for a kidney. KDA is using the Mt. 
Kilimanjaro climb to bring awareness 
to living donation to demonstrate 
what is possible post donation, and 
to launch initiatives which inspire, 
support and educate people about 
the experience of living donation. 
Chris, who is an active member of the 
Ken-Caryl community, loves sharing 
his story to inspire others in support of 
this cause.

“Everyone who donates a living 
organ has ‘their story’ - the narrative 
of how they came to know this was 
their calling and the journey they 
experienced,” said Chris. “If you come 
across these people, ask questions, 
as they want to share their story on 
how they joined the elite fraternity of 
those who believe that giving is more 
important than receiving.”

Chris and his family have been 
an integral part of the Ken-Caryl 
community for many years. He served 
on the Metropolitan District Board 
from 2005-2007 and all three of his 
children were members of the Ken-
Caryl Lightning Swim team. Chris’ 
wife, Vicki, also served as the swim 
club president for several seasons. 
Chris also works as a � tness coach 
for Cross� t Ken Caryl, and enjoys 
spending time hiking and biking on 
our community’s numerous trails, 
which have also helped him train for 
his Mt. Kilimanjaro summit. 

KDA climbers, like Chris, are from 16 
metro areas across the United States 
and Canada. For more information 
about KDA and this climb, please visit 
www.kidneydonorathlete.org/one-
kidney-kili-climb/. Chris and the rest of 
the climbers will leave the week of Feb. 
28 for Tanzania for their expedition.




